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Hi everyone! Before I actually sat down to write this note, I was so busy 
that I actually considered leaving the Latin “filler text” here and seeing who 
would notice. Then I realized that, no matter how hard it is to get started, I 
always end up enjoying getting to write these annual missives to my class. 
The newsletter gets filled with fun (and funny) notes from my friends and this 
little blank space on the front is mine to fill. I also look forward to connect-

ing with my good friend Antonia as she urges me to just keep going. She’s an amazing 
cheerleader and an incredible leader for our class. Keep the notes coming! We editors love 
to include as much as we can about as many of you as possible. Pictures are the best, although I’m sure we all look 
exactly the same, it helps us build connectedness. Please read the notes from your classmates carefully--there may 
be an Easter Egg inside. Most of all, write, even if it’s uncomfortable and especially if you don’t have time. In our 
fast world of Facebook soundbytes, it is really nice to just put pen to paper and let your thoughts roll out. We’re a 
safe audience. Take it from one who knows.

P.S.--Usdamenditat apitius sae occullorem ratios non etumquaspist
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Happy Fall everyone! By the time you are reading this our Class of ’89 25th Reunion Books will be 
making their way across the country and around the world.  Even though this book is most often re-
ferred to as the Reunion Book I like to think of it as the “89 Memory Book.” It contains profiles written 
by classmates, thoughtful reflections, old pictures, new pictures, and updated contact listings for the 
members of our class. It is a snapshot of us, a quarter century post-graduation, as well as a look back 
to who we were when we were at Dartmouth. It is thanks to Diana Haladey that we have this book; it 

took several years to put all of this together. Diana has worked tirelessly since our 25th Reunion in 2014, along with 
Reunion Chair Jennifer Avellino,  to ensure that this book is something that we will all treasure. Many, many thanks! 
Everyone who attended our 25th Reunion automatically receives a book; an email was sent out in August inviting 
people to order the book if they did not attend reunion. If you missed that email and want a book, we have a few ex-
tras.  Please email Jennifer at javellino@me.com to inquire about availability. Best wishes to all for a healthy and 
happy Fall season. Antonia Rutigliano Nedder

Linda Swenberg
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‘89 Birthday memories
This is a special time for our class. Over the next year, most 
of us will be turning 50. Personally, I can’t really remem-
ber much about my birthdays while at Dartmouth. That’s 
probably due to my aging brain more than anything. I do 
remember the relief I felt when I finally turned 21. I have a 
late birthday and it felt right to finally be able to do things 
like join my friends in our class for Scorpion Bowls at the 
local “gourmet” Chinese restaurant.

Two years later, a friend and neighbor invited me out for a 
birthday dinner at a good restaurant near our graduate apart-
ments at Caltech. We did not have Scorpion Bowls. We did 
talk for hours and found more in common than grad school 
and the crush we had on each other. Almost three years later, 
that friend agreed to be my husband and that birthday will 
forever be remembered as our first date. -Linda S.

Here are some other birthday stories from classmates:

Andrew Klein

I spent my 21st birthday in Siena, Italy as a par-
ticipant of the Italian Department’s LSA program. 

My parents and brother came over to celebrate a great week-
end in Firenze. I remember acting as tour guide to my fam-
ily, impressing them with my new found Italian language 
skills, and even feeling slightly guilty about violating my 
LSA agreement to not speak English while on the program!  

To this day, I still speak Italian and have an abiding love for 
all things Italian thanks to a wonderful Dartmouth Professor 
(Antonella Ansani) ... And am now coming home from an end 
of summer trip there with my four children and wife Alyssa.

Nicole Moser

During junior winter in 1987 I was living in an apartment 
in DC with Julia Powell O’Brien. If I remember correctly 
Dennis Morgan, Tom Hogan and Dan Rivers lived in the 
same apartment building and we all had a lot of fun be-
ing college age together in DC. During the day Julia and I 
worked on Capital Hill. She worked for Arlen Spector and 
I worked for Al Gore. On my 21st birthday we visited a 
slew of the fun college bars in Georgetown. I had also spent 
my 20th birthday with Julia during the previous Winter 
on FSP Toulouse. Julia came over to my French family’s 
house for dinner and a homemade cake topped with pastry. 
27 years later, during the summer of 2015, Julia’s daugh-
ter Ellen and my son Cameron went on the same language 
immersion program in Spain and became close friends. 
Not surprisingly my son has close to zero interest hearing 
about my travels with Julia in the 80s, but it has been fun 
for Julia and I to hear about our kids’ travels decades later.

Tom Avril

For my 21st birthday, Dina Hulshizer Galvin and others 
made me a cake, but then she shoved my face in it.

I was delighted to run into Paul Mahoney in Providence, 
Rhode Island, over the Labor Day weekend. He was drop-
ping off his daughter Maddie for her first year at Brown, 
and I was dropping off my daughter Eleanor.  They are in 
adjoining dorms.

Andres Maldonado

My most memorable birthday celebration was our grad-
uation which happened to fall on my 22nd birthday. :-)

News and Notes
Kathy Apruzzese Sherbrooke

After spending most of the 25 years since graduation on an 
entrepreneurial adventure (co-founded a company in Bos-
ton that we grew for many years and then sold), I am finally 
pursuing my life-long dream of writing fiction. My debut 
novel, Fill the Sky, will be out October 20th. It’s about three 
long-time friends (college roommates!) who travel to Ec-
uador to find out if shamans there can cure one of them 
of cancer— based in part on real-life experience. I will 
be doing events in and around Boston and out in Boulder, 
Denver, Portland OR for starters (full schedule of events 
are on my website: www.kasherbrooke.com). Would be 
great to see some ‘89s there! And if you have a book group, 
I’d love to visit in person or via Skype. Just let me know.

Michael Pfrommer

I am happy to report that Francesca (Mulvihill) Pfrom-
mer ’89 and I celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary 
on August 10.  We celebrated in Oahu Hawaii where we 
stayed with Everett McCassey ’89, his wife Micki, and 
their daughter Kiera.  It was a great trip.  Hawaii is abso-
lutely gorgeous!

Whit Spaulding

Just wanted to report that Sponge (Jim Lancaster), Ray 
Prado, and I have resolved our collective mid-life crises 
by starting a male modeling agency called “89 Eye Candy 
for Hire.” Check out our most recent shoot in the October 
issue of Better Homes and Gardens! Not bad for a buncha 
49 year olds!

Nina Beattie and Michael Eberstadt

Neither Nina or I have much of interest on the personal side 
other than that our son, Max Eberstadt-Beattie, is Class of 
2020 at Dartmouth.

continued on page 3
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Michael Warui--Greetings from Kenya!!
My primary work in Nairobi is as a marketplace minister working with businesses/churches locally & over-
seas - for example, I’ll be ministering in Normandy (France) next month. However, I am also a real estate de-
veloper, coffee farmer, hotelier, & economic development expert. My wife Winnie is a practising advo-
cate and our three children - Nathaniel (10), Abigail (7), and Ariana (5) - ensure we have a lively and fun 
household. We are always happy to hear from former 89s who may be in Nairobi on business and/or holiday.

My family is busy with our latest real estate project, Liza Heights, on the outskirts of Nairobi’s Central Business 
District. We are constructing 60 apartments with our next planned development being a shopping/office complex

If you are interested in catching up with Michael, contact him at +254-722-789347

Scott Sims

While I don’t recall celebrating birthdays at Dartmouth, I 
do remember my first fishing trip to Alaska as a gradua-
tion gift from my parents in the summer of 1989.  It made 
such an impression that I’ve been back several times and in 
fact, just returned from a salmon fishing adventure on the 
Tsiu River off the Gulf of Alaska.  This was a nice Coho 
salmon which I released so it could continue its journey 
upstream.  I’m looking forward to spending more time on 
the great rivers of the world with Dartmouth friends in the 
years ahead.   

Our family is well in Dallas, Texas.  My wife, Melinda, 
and I cherish the time with  our two children, Meredith 
(13) and Christopher (11).  They keep us fully scheduled 
with school, ballet, tennis, cross-country and Boy Scouts 
among many other activities.  I continue to work with IBM 
as a sales executive in the Global Technology Services 

business.  Lately, I’ve been working on a partnership effort 
with Apple and draw heavily on those early experiences 
we had in Hanover with the original Mac!  

continued from page 2
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How far would you travel to attend a 50th Birthday Party 
themed Mini Reunion?

The majority of those polled would attend a mini reunion in 
their city or town, and would also drive up to one hour to attend 
a mini reunion. A significant number would take a road trip. 

What is your preferred method of receiving class newsletters?

The majority of those polled want to keep getting newsletters by 
snail mail. A significant number would like to see newsletters 
emailed. Some ‘89s are enjoying reading newsletters on our 
class website, at 1989.dartmouth.org.

Would you like to read about favorite professors in the class 
newsletters?

A vast majority said yes.  Almost sixty ‘89s took the time to 
write in a favorite professor that they are interested in hearing 

about.  The list of professors included Donald Pease, Andrew 
Garrod, Mary Kelley, Deborah King, Deborah Nichols, and 
many more.  Our first professor update is below. Look for more 
professor updates in future newsletters.

What are you interested in hearing about with respect to pres-
ent day Dartmouth?

The majority of those polled want to hear about new academic 
programs.  ‘89s are also interested in hearing about new build-
ings and the campus, followed by dorm/residential life.

Thanks again! The Third Annual Summer Survey will take 
place next July.  The Summer Survey is publicized via an email 
to the entire class, with a link to take the survey online. If you 
did not receive that email this year, or are not sure you are on 
our email list, contact John Van Hooser at johnvanhooser@
gmail.com to update your email.  

Survey Results
Thank you to the many ‘89s who took our Second Annual Sumer Survey. Here are the results!

‘89 Cares Network
We want to encourage ‘89s to reach out if they, or their family member, are facing a challenge with which another 

classmate might be able to assist.  You can do this confidentially by emailing johnvanhooser@gmail.com.  He will try 
to match you, confidentially, with a classmate in the 89 Advice Network with relevant experience.

Mission:
The mission of 89 Cares is to provide a support net-
work of ‘89 volunteers for classmates who are under-
going challenging life events.
If a classmate or their family is experiencing a serious 
illness or a loss of life, 89 Cares can be mobilized 
to  provide moral support, communication, and non-fi-
nancial assistance to the classmate or family in need.     
Additionally, 89 Cares has established the 89 Cares 
Advice Network, which is a confidential way for class-

mates to find a helping hand from other classmates 
with specific relevant life or professional experience.  
The goal is to have a way to leverage the knowledge 
and experience of our class for the benefit of class-
mates in need.  
Through the 89 Advice Network, any member of the 
Class of ‘89 may confidentially request advice from a 
classmate who has volunteered to be a resource on 
a specific topic when confronted with a new diagno-
sis, or a challenging life or business event that raises 
more questions than they can answer (or navigate) on 
their own.  

Professor Donald Pease
Many of us fondly remember watching Professor Pease perform during the class we affectionately called, “Plays With 
Pease.” What is he up to now? From his English department web page: “I am an authority on 19th- and 20th-century 
American literature and literary theory and founder/director of the Futures of American Studies Institute. I have written 
numerous books, including most recently Theodor Seuss Geisel (2010), and over 100 articles on figures in American and 
British literature and am editor of The New Americanist series, which has transformed the field of American studies.” 

Yes it’s true--the beloved expert in 19th and 20th century American literature wrote the biography Theodore SEUSS Gei-
sel in 2010. He now regularly travels the country lecturing alumni at Dartmouth on Location seminars and many of them 
lately have touched on aspects of Geisel’s life, particularly how his experience at Dartmouth influenced his work.(ed. note: 
I have personally attended two of those “On Location” seminars by Pease--one on SEUSS and the other about Shake-
speare. I recommend that you look out for one near you.)

Pease is currently The Ted and Helen Geisel Third Century Professor in the Humanities and is the chair of Dartmouth’s 
Master of Arts in Liberal Studies Program (MALS). He still teaches American Drama (Plays With Pease) and will also be 
teaching a course named “The American Rennaisance at Dartmouth” this winter. He even branched out and taught an EdX 
class last winter which focused on major American writers of the 19th century, from Walt Whitman and Herman Melville 
to Harriet Beecher Stowe and Frederick Douglass. 
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50th Birthday Mini Reunions 
Most of us are turning 50 in 2016-2017. We hope to celebrate together with 50th birthday themed mini reunions, which 
will take place all year. This Fall, there will be 50th Birthday parties in Hanover, Chicago and in San Francisco. Details on 
the Hanover event can be found below. San Francisco and Chicago parties will be held on October 28th. The San Fran-
cisco event will be hosted by Scott Wu and John Van Hooser. The Chicago event will be hosted by Mike Stutz. Details 
will be coming soon via our Facebook page, 89 website and email to all SF and Chicago area 89s. (If you do not live in 
the immediate SF or Chicago area and will be passing through or want to take a road trip, email John at johnvanhooser@
gmail.com for SF and Christie Reilly at christienreilly@hotmail.com for Chicago.) New York is planned for early Decem-
ber, and Los Angeles is planned for 2017. 

We hope to have many 50th birthday parties, spanning the country and globe! We have found that some of the best re-
unions are in the cities where we have never tried one, where ‘89s who might not even know each other gather to celebrate 
together.  If you are interested in hosting a 50th Birthday Party Mini Reunion, let us know! You pick the place and we help 
with publicity and invitations. It could be something big or something small, at your home or at a bar, restaurant, or park. 
We want to reach as many ‘89s as possible for our year of birthday parties!

The Kick Off Party at Homecoming:
Hanover New Hampshire, Friday October 28th

Come to Dartmouth for Homecoming and celebrate our 50th birthday 
year! Whether you live in the area, love to road trip to Dartmouth, or 
haven’t been back since graduation, now is the perfect time to come!  

We’re about halfway between our 25th and 30th Reunions! Let’s get as many ‘89s 
as possible back to Hanover! RSVP to Nancy Obler at nobler@amerracapital.com

Look for your Kick Off Party hosts: 

The Mini Reunion Schedule:
5:30 PM: Meet at DARToberfest in 
the Beer Garden at the Alumni Gym 
tent. Enjoy free food and meet up with 
‘89s to start off our 50th Birthday 
Mini Reunion. 

9:00 PM: The party continues after 
the bonfire at Pine Restaurant and 
Bar at the Hanover Inn. 

Friday, October 28th  
Navigating College Admission Workshop:  2 PM
Baker Bell Tower Tours:  2 PM
Hood Art Museum Open House:  3:30 PM
DARToberfest:  Begins at 5 PM 
Dartmouth Night Parade:   7:30 PM
Dartmouth Night Ceremonies:   8 PM
Bonfire:  concludes at 8:30 PM

Saturday, October 29th
Touch a Truck family activity:  9 AM
Steam Tunnel and Power Plant Tour:  9:30 AM
Baker Bell Tower Tours:  10 AM 
Back to Class Lecture: Election 2016:  10 AM
Women’s Soccer:  11 AM
Bartlett Tower Tour:  11:30
Field Hockey:  1 PM
Varsity Football:  1:30 PM
Men’s Soccer:  4:30 PM
Volleyball:  5 PM
Men’s Hockey:  7:30 PM

Here are some highlights of what the college is planning for alums for Homecoming. Besides our Mini Reunion there’s 
a lot to do! For full schedule and lodging suggestions, go to http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/dartmouth-homecoming

Antonia Nedder Russell Wolff Martha Bennett Emily Glasser Kristen  
Von Summer Andy Karson
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 REUNION SWAG in Spain, Tahoe, and Germany

 REUNION SWAG in Oregon and New York City

Michael Hafner and 
family in Menorca Spain

Phil Ginsburg in Tahoe 
with Katrina Keating ‘20 
(daughter of Brian ‘89)

Jeffrey Thomas with wife Peg doing Zodiac through 
iceberg lagoon. He swears his swag is in the expedition 
transport!

Ken Horton with swag at Brandenberg Tor

Michael Bal-
lard in Central 
Park

Swag in 
Spain

Adrienne Adomeit 
Bajtay at Mt. Hood
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What is the Barlett 
Tower Society?
The Bartlett Tower Society cel-
ebrates the thousands of alum-
ni, parents, and friends who 
include Dartmouth in their 
estate plans. Those who name 
Dartmouth as a non-contingent 
beneficiary of their charitable 
gift planning receive special 
recognition as members of the 

Bartlett Tower Society. The Society was named in honor 
of Samuel Colcord Bartlett, Class of 1836, who served as 
the College’s eighth president from 1877 to 1892. More 
than $700,000 was raised during his tenure through life-
time gifts and realized bequests. Bartlett Tower, located 

on Observatory Hill, was a grassroots project built by 
successive classes of undergraduates between 1885 and 
1895.

Words from Our Classmates About Why They Includ-
ed Dartmouth in Their Wills

For this newsletter, we asked two of our classmates who 
joined the Bartlett Tower Society for their reason for 
leaving money to Dartmouth. Please consider following 
their lead and remember, all it takes is filling out a form 
to leave any amount you wish to the College from your 
401k or IRA. Please call Jan Brzeski ‘89 at 310-428-9109 
with any questions or if you are ready to get started with 
the process.

Thank you Ross and Everett for your commitment to 
Dartmouth by joining BTS and agreeing to let us include 
your statements in the newsletter!

We included Dartmouth (specifically, the financial aid fund) in our estate plan in order to enable future students to 
attend the College.  As a student at Dartmouth, I was fortunate enough to receive financial aid, allowing me to meet my 
obligations.  Financial aid allowed me to participate in the Language Study Abroad program in Germany.  My education 
and experiences provided the foundation that led to a rewarding career in the field of Computer Science.  Dartmouth 
was also where I learned to live on my own, decided upon a career path and met life-long friends.  It is our desire that 
every student has the opportunity to share these experiences, regardless of their financial situation – this is our way to 
making a small contribution to this goal.

-Everett McCassey

Planning for one’s eventual demise is morbid, tedious, and unfortunately necessary.  One thing that made the planning 
tolerable for us was thinking about how we could express gratitude to the people and institutions that have enriched 
our lives.  When Jan asked us to make a commitment to Dartmouth, his timing was excellent as we were in the process 
of reviewing our plan.  I would encourage anyone who is involved in starting or reviewing their “post-life” plans to 
improve that experience by considering a similar commitment.

-Ross Waller
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 Are you getting our emails? If you are not receiving classwide emails, please email John Van 
Hooser at johnvanhooser@gmail.com so we can make sure we have you on the class list.



50th Birthday Kickoff Issue!

See inside for 50th Birthday Party information, news, photos and stories from 89 classmates!


